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GOLF GRIP ALIGNMENT DEVICE 

5 This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §1 19(e) to U.S. provisional 

patent application Serial No. 60/420,215, filed October 22, 2002, which is incorporated 
herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

10 The present invention relates to a device for use on a golf club in an effort to 

enable the golfer to obtain better control of the golf club. More particularly, the device is 
directed toward an attachment to fit over a grip and/or handle of a golf club to ensure a 
proper gripping of the golf club by a golfer when swinging the club. 

Various attachments have been provided for use on a golf club in an effort to 

15 enable the golfer to obtain better control of the club. Some examples include grip 
attachments that cover substantially the entire golf club grip. Such attachments can 
adhesively affix to the golf club grip. These grip attachments can also affix to the grip 
via a friction fit. Such attachments can also be made of an elastic material that can 
stretch over the grip and attach to the grip through the energy provided by the elastic 

20 material. These attachments can be difficult to attach to and remove from the golf club. 

Other such golf grip aiding devices include items that attach both to the golfer's 
hand and the golf club. These attachments can be complicated to use. A novice golfer 
can have difficulty aligning such a device for proper use on the golf club. 

Accordingly, it is desirable to provide a golf grip alignment device that easily 

25 attaches to a golf club grip and/or handle. It is also desirable to provide a golf grip 

alignment device that is easily removable from the golf grip. It also desirable to provide 
such a device that is simple to align on the golf club. It is also desirable to provide a golf 
grip alignment device that is inexpensive and easy to manufacture. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
A golf grip alignment device that fits onto a golf club includes a first portion and 
a second portion attached to one another at a hinge. A tab extends from at least one of 
the first portion and the second portion. At least one of the first portion and the second 
5 portion defines a seat. The tab includes a surface adapted to receive the golfer's thumb. 
The seat is adapted to receive the golfer's index finger. 

A golf grip alignment device includes a body adapted to fit onto a golf club. The 
a body includes a tab extending from the body and a seat defined on the body. The tab 
includes a surface adapted to receive the golfer's thumb. The seat is adapted to receive 
10 the golfer's index finger. 

A method of aligning a user's grip on a golf club includes attaching a golf grip 
alignment device onto a handle of a golf club, gripping the golf club, swinging the golf 
club, and striking a golf ball with the golf club. Where the golf ball travels an undesired 
path, i.e. a hook or a slice, the method further includes adjusting the position of the golf 
1 5 grip alignment device and repeating the steps of gripping the golf club, swinging the golf 
club, and striking a golf ball with the golf club until the golf ball travels desired path. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a golf grip alignment device. 
20 FIG. 2 is an end elevation view of the device of FIG. 1 with the device in an open 

position from an end of the device closer to the head of a golf club when the device is 
attached to the golf club. 

FIG. 3 is an end elevation view of the device of FIG. 1 with the device in a closed 
position from an end of the device closer to the head of a golf club when the device is 
25 attached to the golf club. 

FIG. 4 is a side elevation view of the device of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the alignment device of FIG. 1 showing the device 
in an opened position. 

FIG. 6 is a plan view of the device of FIG. 1 showing an opening and 
30 protuberance of the device. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
A golf grip alignment device includes a body 10 having a first end 12 and a 
second end 14. The body 10 generally has a clam shell configuration and is adapted to fit 
onto the handle or grip of a golf club (not shown) such that the first end 12 is towards the 
5 head of the golf club and the second end 14 is towards the butt end of the golf club. 

When in a closed position the body 10 is substantially cylindrical in shape. The body 10 
can be somewhat tapered so that it can more easily fit on a tapered golf club grip. The 
body 10 is made of a durable material, such as, but not limited to plastic. 

The body 10 includes a first portion 16 and a second portion 18 connected to one 
1 0 another at a hinge 22. The first portion 1 6 can comprise more than half of the body of the 
device. Likewise the second portion 1 8 can comprise more than half of the body. The 
body 10 also includes a tab 24 and a seat 26, which will be described more particularly 
below. 

As seen in FIG. 2, the first portion 16 has a semi-circular shape in radial cross- 

15 section. The first portion 16 includes ridges 28 on an inner surface 32. The ridges are 
slip resisting members for the body 10. The ridges engage the handle grip of the golf 
club to resist against the club with respect to the body 10, or vice versa, during the swing 
or upon impact of the golf ball. In the preferred embodiment, the ridges are axially 
aligned. In an alternative embodiment the ridges can be radial or of spiral configuration. 

20 The ridges are triangular in a radial cross-section. In an alternative embodiment the 
ridges could be rectangular, rounded, or any other shape. In another embodiment, the 
ridges can be replaced with small bumps or the like disposed on the inner surface. 
Likewise, the ridges can be replaced with any structure that can provide slip resistance to 
the alignment device when it is attached to the golf club grip. 

25 The second portion 18 has a similar and complementary shape, i.e. semi-circular 

shape in cross-section, to the first portion 16. The second portion includes ridges 34 
disposed on an inner surface 36. The ridges also provide slip resistance for the alignment 
device and are similar in configuration to the ridges 28 on the first portion 16. 

The hinge 22 interconnects the first portion 16 to the second portion 18. The term 

30 hinge is a generic term referring to any interconnection between the first portion 16 and 
the second portion 18 that allows the body to open. With reference to FIG. 3, the hinge 
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22 is depicted opposite the tab 24; however, the hinge can be positioned elsewhere on the 
body 10. The hinge allows for a one-piece alignment device benefiting the golfer in that 
he has only one item to attach to the golf club. Furthermore, the one-piece device eases 
manufacture of the device. The hinge also allows for easy attachment to the golf grip. 
5 Nevertheless, the alignment device could be designed without a hinge. In such an 
alternative embodiment, the body 10 could simply snap over the golf club grip. The 
body, in this alternative embodiment, can be made of resilient material that snaps over the 
golf club handle. The device could be made of two pieces or a plurality of pieces. The 
preferred device, however, includes the hinge. 

10 Referring to FIG. 3, the tab 24 extends from the body 10. The tab 24 is located 

approximately 180° from the hinge 22 when the body 10 is closed. In the embodiment 
depicted, the tab 24 spans both the first portion 16 and the second portion 18. A first 
portion 24a of the tab 24 is disposed on the first portion 16. A second portion 24b of the 
tab is disposed on the second portion 18. The tab 24 includes a concave surface 38 on the 

1 5 first portion 1 6 that receives the golfer's thumb when the body is attached to the golf club 
and the golfer grips the club. The surface 38 spans substantially the entire axial 
dimension of the body 10. 

The seat 26 is positioned on the body 10 opposite the concave surface 38 of the 
tab 24, which in the embodiment depicted places the seat on the second portion 18. 

20 Referring to FIG. 4, the seat 26 includes a recessed area 40 that receives the golfer's 

index finger when the body is attached to the golf club and the golfer grips the club. As 
more clearly seen in FIG. 5, the seat 26 includes an opening 42. The opening is centrally 
located along a longitudinal axis of the body 10. The opening is substantially elliptical. 
The opening can provide a seat for at least one of the golfer's fingers and preferably the 

25 index finger. Furthermore the opening aids the golfer in achieving proper grip alignment 
of the golf club. 

As more clearly seen in FIG. 2, the second portion 18 includes a protuberance 44 
adjacent the seat 26. The protuberance 44 protrudes upwardly from the body from near 
the second end 14 of the body 12 to the opening 42, as seen in FIG. 4. Referring to FIG. 
30 6, the protuberance 44 is generally tradezoidal in shape, where the narrow portion of the 
protuberance is positioned near the opening 42 and the wider portion of the protuberance 
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is positioned near the second end 14 of the body. The protuberance extends into the tab 
24 on the second portion 18 of the body, further defining the seat 26. The protuberance is 
spaced from the tab 24 such that the index finger rests in the seat 26 surrounded by the 
tab and the protuberance. The protuberance sets the golfer's index finger in the correct 
5 position and can also stop the index finger from sliding. 

An indicator 46 is located approximately 90° from the tab 24 and 180° from the 
opening 42 when the body is closed. The indicator in the preferred embodiment is an 
arrow on an outer surface of the first portion 16. The indicator facilitates proper 
alignment of the body 10 on a golf club grip or handle. The indicator can also take form 

10 in other shapes such as, but not limited to, a line, a notch, a picture, etc. 

The tab 24 also includes a latching mechanism to close the body 10. Referring to 
FIG. 5, the first tab portion 24a includes a large central opening 52 and smaller openings 
54 and 56 disposed on opposite sides of the central opening 52. The second tab portion 
24b includes a large central opening 58 aligned with the central opening 52. The central 

1 5 opening 52 is threaded so that a conventional fastener is received by the central openings 
52 and 58 to close the body 10. Protrusions 62 and 64 align with and are received by 
openings 54 and 56 when the body 10 is closed. In addition to the latching mechanism 
disclosed, any conventional latching mechanism can be used to attach the first portion 16 
to the second portion 18, including a conventional latch, Velcro®, snaps, or the like. 

20 In use, the body 10 is opened^to surround a golf grip of a golf club. The indicator 

46 is aligned along the shaft of the golf club such that the face of the golf club is 
perpendicular to a golf ball to be struck. The body 10 is then closed around the golf grip. 
A right handed golfer will place the golfer's right thumb in the concave surface 38. The 
golfer will also place the golfer's right index finger in the seat 26. The positioning of the 

25 concave surface 38 and the seat 26 ensures that the golfer has properly aligned the 
golfer's hands when gripping the golf club. Use by a right-handed golfer has been 
described; however, the alignment device can be used by a left handed golfer as well. An 
alignment device for a left-handed golfer would have concave surface 38 on an opposite 
side of the indicator 46. 

30 The compact overall shape of the device provides a golf club alignment device 

that easily fits onto a number of different clubs. Furthermore, the size and shape of the 
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device is designed to facilitate easy entry and removal of the club from a golf bag. The 
device reduces twisting of the club head during the back swing and during impact with 
the ball, particularly on off-center hits. The clam shell shape of the body allows the 
device to be easily removed and mounted onto different golf clubs. Furthermore, the 
5 clam shell shape of the body allows the device to be easily vertically adjusted along the 
grip of the golf club. The simple one piece design also provides for easy manufacture. 

A golf grip alignment device has been described with reference to the preferred 
embodiments. Obviously, modifications and alterations will occur to others upon reading 
and understanding the preceding detailed description. It is intended that the invention be 
10 construed as including all such modifications and alterations that come within the scope 
of the appended claims. 
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